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day, and unfortunately I am obliged to do so as early as to-
day, with the help of a half-dry inkpot which, if I cannot
fill it in any other way, will have to be held outside the
window for a few minutes in order to help its deficiencies.
Our constantly missing one another seems to be anything
but providential, rather let us say most disastrous. The
dispatch from Frankfort, owing to the stupidity of the
officials, did not reach me until the i/th after eight o'clock
in the morning, and a few hours afterwards my reply, which
had been sent immediately, was returned with the com-
ment that it could not be delivered. That made me all
the more anxious about my departure. But I could not
put it off. Schleinitz, in the service of Queen Augusta,
has done us a good deal of immediate harm. The swell-
ing had come to a head. Schleinitz himself, convinced
that the present system is untenable, has given in his res-
ignation principally on that account, just as rats forsake
a rotten ship. But both he and von der Heydt agreed
in thinking that dead and used-up persons ought not to be
resuscitated by the galvanic shock of a supposed martyr-
dom, and therefore they voted against me. Schleinitz,
supported by the Queen and the Grand Duchess Helene,
has conquered by the help of the revived coronation idea,
for which the mantles had been ordered as early as Feb-
ruary. The ill-disguised retreat was now begun, and the
all but completed list of ministers placed ad acta. I am
also much inclined to believe that Schleinitz, like the
Queen, and even Prince Hohenzollern, believes in the
speedy destruction of the present system of lies, and is
inclined to further it. Schleinitz's resignation is in every
respect an advance, although he does not take up the same
doctrinaire position as Patow, Auerswald, and Schwerin.
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